
Fachbereich Philosophie 

Fachbereichskolloquium 
Wintersemester 2019/20 

18: IS bis 19:45, G 307 

Im Rahmen des PHILOSOPHISCHEN KOLLOQUIUMS findet am 
Donnerstag, 16. Januar, folgender Vortrag statt: 

Louise Richardson 
University of York 

The Power of Taste 

It is generally accepted that sight-the capacity to see or to have visual experien­
ces-has the power to give us knowledge about things in the environment and some 
of their properties in a distinctive way. Seeing the goose puts me in a position to 
know that it's there and that it's, say, brown, large, maybe even that it's angry. And it 
does this by, when all goes well, presenting us with these features. It has sometimes 
been suggested that taste lacks this sight-like epistemological power. I will argue 
that taste has epistemological power of the same kind as sight's, but that as a matter 
of contingent fact, that power often goes unexercised. We can know about things by 
tasting them in the same kind of way as we can know about things by seeing them, but 
we often don't. I then consider the significance of this conclusion. I'Ll suggest that in 
one way, it matters little, because our primary interest in taste isn't epistemic but 
aesthetic. But, I will argue, it can matter ethically. 

Alle Interessierten, insbesondere auch Studierende, sind herzlich eingeladen. 
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